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suggestive article in the Journal of the American
Oriental Society for 1893. But the interpretation of
the wheel is not yet, to my mind, entirely satis-
factory. The text only lies at present before us in
the extremely curt phraseology of the passage I
have read; and no commentary upon it is as yet
accessible. And even when we have the help of
further passages in the Pali, the whole subject will
have to be studied by someone more intimately ac-
quainted with the history of philosophic conceptions
than I can claim to be. My wife has pointed
out, in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society
for 1894 (p. 388), that, in the Orphic theogony,
we come across the notion of re-birth considered
as a weary unending circle of birth, a wheel of
fate (nvjikos rijs yevs&soos, 6 r?Js jjioip&s rpo^o^).
From this wheel the soul longs to escape, and en-
treats the gods, especially Dionysos, for release from
the wheel. Again, in the verses inscribed on one
of the three golden funereal tablets dug up near the
site of Sybaris, it is said, "And thus I escape from
the cycle, the misery-laden/'

Pindar, Empedokles, and Plato, as is well known,
all entertained the notion of repeated re-birth in this
world, which, according to the later writers, often
included in its phases incarnation as an animal or
even as a vegetable. It is possible that all three de-